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Letters to the Editors 





Former Chaplain Says Union Must Come 





After Six Years in USA Church 


To the Editors: 

Congratulations on your publication of 
the ten-point statement, “Let Presbyte- 
rians Reunite!” and its impressive list of 
signers (OUTLOOK, May 19). I wish my 
name were among them. 

As one who served six years in the 
Presbyterian Church, USA (1936-1942), let 
me add my little bit on this matter of 
reunion. 1 believe the majority of objec- 
tions to reunion have been voiced by those 
who have had little or no first-hand asso- 
ciation with the USA Church. I have had 
that association, and I believe it has given 
me @ much clearer picture of the denomi- 
nation, its program, its spiritual stand 
and objectives than do the several differ- 
ent articles about that Church which may 
have influenced some of our thinking here 
in the South. 

In the six years I served in the USA 
Church I was privileged to be a commis- 
sioner to its General Assembly, to serve 
on that Assembly’s standing committee on 
Evangelism, to see and hear its leaders 
in action, to serve as my own presbytery’s 
chairman of Foreign Missions, and in 
other ways to participate in the spiritual 
program of that denomination. At times 
I was opposed to the position of some in- 
dividuals and groups within the Assem- 
bly, just as I am to some in our great 
Southern Church; but those individuals 
and groups do not speak for or repre- 
sent the Assembly as a whole. I found 
my conservative Southern Presbyterian 
point of view suffering no violence what- 
soever by my relations with the USA 
Church. .I am convinced that we have 
“the same heritage the same creed 

the same polity” with but few in- 
consequential differences, and the same 
spiritual objectives in the Kingdom of 
God. I can find no sound reason for our 
continuing as separate denominations in 
this day when the Church of Jesus Christ 
needs a united front against the non- 
Christian world. 

My experience in the chaplaincy during 
World War II also taught me a lesson on 
this matter of reunion. There as nowhere 
else I confronted the attitude of that 
great mass of Americans outside the 
Christian fellowship—the people whose 
conversion ought to be our first concern. 
The rumor that a great spiritual revival 
was spreading through them during the 
war was wishful thinking. Instead, I 
found them little impressed by the church. 
When some did express their opinion of 
Christianity, it was time and again a 
criticism of our disunion and denomina- 
tional bickering over non-essentials. I 
believe there is no truer statement than 
that “the world discounts a divided 
church.” The union of our two Presbyte- 
rian Assemblies will not, of course, cause 
a sudden influx into our fellowship of 
these outsiders. But I believe it will be 
one tremendous step toward the creation 
of a respect for Protestantism that our 
world has got to have before it will be 
much impressed by our message—particu- 
larly those phrases which speak of our 
oneness in Christ, our Christian brother- 
hood, and the like. 

Personally, I am anxious to see the re- 
union of these two great Presbyterian 
bodies as soon as it can be effected. 


HARRY A. FIFIELD. 
Westminster Church, 
Lynchburg, Va. 
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Term Pastorates 


To the Editors: 

The digest of the report fo the Assem- 
bly’s Permanent Committee on the Minis- 
ter and His Work which was published in 
some of our church papers (OUTLOOK, 
May 12) needs the following explanation 
and addition: The committee found that 
the study of this question showed that 46 
commissions in the various presbyteries 
were opposed to any plan for general or 
compulsory term pastorates to be made a 
part of our church government. However, 
25 commissions favored some form of 
term pastorates. The Permanent Commit- 
tee did not recommend the adoption of 
any compulsory or uniform term pastor- 
ates, but in view of the fact that there 
is a strong sentiment in certain presbyte- 
ries for an optional or voluntary plan of 
term pastorates, the committee voted to 
send to the General Assembly ‘“‘without 
recommendation” the resolution of Green- 
brier Presbytery to the effect that “such 
presbyteries as desired it might put into 
effect a voluntary plan of term pastorates 
for the ministers and churches who 
wished such an arrangement.” This plan 
will be presented to the General Assem- 
bly for its consideration. 

It is similar to the Rotary Plan for the 
election of elders and deacons found in 
paragraph 156 of the Book of Church Or- 
der. 

M. E. HUSKE, Secretary. 
Reidsville, N. C. 


For Montreat Hotel 


WESTERN UNION 

IT WOULD BE A NOBLE DEED T9O 
RAISE THE FULL AMOUNT TO FINISH 
THE NEW HOTEL AT MONTREAT ON 
MONTREAT DAY, JUNE 1. I WOULD 
LIKE TO SBE EVERY CHURCH MAKE 
SOME OFFERING TO THIS CAUSE 
NOW TO HONOR THE LORD AND 
RECOGNIZE DR. R. C. ANDERSON, THIS 
GREAT MAN OF GOD. (SIGNED)—A 
CHRISTIAN BUSINESS MAN WHO FULLY 
APPRECIATES THE CHRISTIAN AT- 
MOSPHERE OF THE MONTREAT HO- 
TELS. 

T. SHEP CLARK. 

Au,usta, Ga. 


Wants Explanation 


To the Editors: 

As I read the statements and paid 
advertisements of “The Continuing Church 
Committee,” I am a bit confused as to 
just what is its main objective. (1) From 
many of the statements made by the com- 
mittee and its members one might con- 
clude that its objective is to create senti- 
ment against union with the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, and thus prevent it. No 
fair-minded person would deny this com- 
mittee the right to pursue this objective. 
No one would deny any individual, or 
group of individuals, the right to use all 
legitimate means to prevent union if such 
is his, or their, convictions. 

(2) From the name, “‘The Continuing 
Church Committee,” and from much that 
is said and done by its members, one 
would gather that it does not hope to pre- 
vent union, but rather to have the foun- 
dations sufficiently laid for a split when it 
does come about, taking out of the church 
as many ministers, as many members, as 
many churches, and as much property as 
possible. If this is the objective of the 


re-entered as second class matter, June 15, 


committee then it is time for extremé 
concern; not because of its relation to 
the matter of union, but because it is 
treason. Let the said committee make it- 
self elear om this point. 

DORSBY D. ELLIB. 
Norfolk, Va. 


Stay In and Pitch 


To the Editors: 


I have read with interest the debates 
on the Federal Council. . - I am the 
more convinced that the tenor and spirit 
of approach to reunion of Presbyterians, 
and maintaining our relation officially 
with the Federal Council is best stated 
in Christian manner in THE OUTLOOK, 
May 19, “Let Presbyterians Reunite,” and 
Dr. Alexander’s ‘““‘Hitting Below the Belt” 
in the same issue. 

As a commissioner to the Assembly it 
is my conviction that NOW is the time 
to reunite and to stay reunited to the 
glory of God Almighty. As to the Federal 
Council of Churches, it is also my convic- 
tion that we should stay in there and fight 
clean, pulling no punches, and calling at- 
tention to the Federal Council, our 
church’s position on the matter of church 
and state, and the Presbyterian Church’s 
answer to Communism, Socialism, and all 
other isms that have to do with our po- 
litical, economic and social structure; and 
also our answer to the Capitalistic sys- 
tem which can let the profit motive get 
out of balance; and challenge the present 
system to repent of its sins and make 
restitution where needed. ... 

We have something to contribute to the 
Federal Council and the ecumenical move- 
ment which they want and need, as does 
the whole world, and I think we can keep 
our heritage and tradition, and identity 
far better by staying in and pitching than 
by withdrawing. Z 

J. M. BEMISS. 
Liberty, Mo. 


Urge Reunion 
To the Editors: 


Please add my name to the “Let Pres- 
byterians Reunite!” statement (OUT- 
LOOK, May 19). ... 

FRANK P. GRAHAM, President, Uni- 
versity of North Carolina. 

DORSEY D. ELLIS, Coleman Place 
church, Norfolk, Va. 

HENRIETTA THOMPSON, Young Peo- 
ple’s Division, Richmond, Va. 

DONNA ROONEY, Nashville, Tenn. 


To the Editors: 


Your issue of May 19 was splendid. This 
straightforward presentation of the posi- 
tive side of Union is sorely needed. . . 
The only reason my name did not appear 
on the front was that you didn’t give 
me a chance to sign! ... 

JOHN C. McQUEEN, JR. 
Meridian, Miss. 


To the Editors: 


My name doesn’t count for much in the 
list of those favoring union, but in any 
event count me in in spirit if not in name. 

J. WILSON McCUTCHAN. 
Queens College, Charlotte, N. C. 


To the Editors: 


In the (May 19) issue I read with inter- 
est the statement issued regarding re- 
union of the two great Presbyterian com- 
munions in this country. This to let yow 
know that you can add my name... - 
The Assembly’s committee has done a fine 
piece of work. ... 

J. G. WHITTEN. 
Austin, Texas. 
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87th Assembly Nears 


Heavy Docket Will Face 390 Commissioners from 87 Presbyteries 


With issues of unusual urgency fac- 
ing them for decision, approximately 
390 commissioners to the 87th General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
US, (equally divided between ministers 
and ruling elders) will be called to 
oracr at 7:30 P. M., Thursday, May 29, 
in the Anderson Auditorium, Montreat, 
N. C., to organize for the work ahead 
of them and get the meeting underway. 
Retiring Moderator J. B. Green, emeri- 
tus professor of Columbia Seminary, 
will open the Assembly with a sermon 
entitled, ‘‘God Hath Sworn.” 

Supervising the enrollment of com- 
missioners and the arrangement of the 
heavy docket will be the Assembly’s 
stated clerk, E. C. Scott of Dallas, Texas, 

First requirements after the modera- 
tor’s sermon will be the election of a 
new moderator and other clerks. Fri- 
day morning will bring the committee 
organization with the reference of the 
bulk of the Assembly’s business to these 
respective committees where most of the 
work is done throughout the five day 
(or longer) session, (All recent Assem- 
blies have adjourned Tuesday night.) 

Each day through the Monday after- 
noon meeting, when Assembly rules 
raise a deadline, resolutions, reports and 
other matters of new business will be 
introduced. Chief interest this year 
may be focused on the Foreign Rela- 
tions committee with its consideration 


of Presbyterian reunion and relations 
to the Federal Council of Churches. The 
Assembly’s committee on union is not 
asking for any action on the proposed 
plan of union—only that the plan of 
reunion with the Presbyterian Church, 
USA, as it now stands be referred to the 
presbyteries for study and comment, A 
number of presbyteries, as has long been 
true, overture for the withdrawal of the 
church from membership in the Fed- 
eral Council, chief Protestant agency of 
cooperation in America. 


Other standing committees expected 
to face unusually interesting matters 
will include those on the Mountain Re- 
treat Association, Christian Relations, 
Foreign Missions, Stewardship and Bills 
and Overtures. All the church’s major 
causes will report their achievements, 
make their appeals, and be given a 
prominent part on the docket with 
popular meetings for their own presen- 
tations. 


Visitors to the Assembly will include 
fraternal delegates from various church 
bodies and agencies who will bring their 
greetings. Some of these will be: Pro- 
fessor S. F. H. J. Berkelbach of the Uni- 
versity of Utrecht; Thomas H. New- 
comb, pastor of the Eighth United Pres- 
byterian church, Pittsburgh; Edgar F. 
Romig, pastor, West End Collegiate 
church, New York (pictures, page 10; 
10); S. A. Tinkler, York, S. C. 





took of the Holy Sacrament. 


they all may be one]. 





United---In War---In Peace 


E WERE UNITED at the front, in the hospitals, or as prisoners 
together with brethren from th edifferent Evangelical Churches; 
together we hear dthe reading of God’s Word, prayed and par- 
We knew that we were members of one 
body in Christ. The differences in teaching between Lutherans and Re- 
formed, which seem important to us, no longer divided us. We beg the 
church leaders, when making their decision concerning the future form 
of the Evangelical Church in German (EKID) to bear this in mind. 
We were united in our opposition to all who despised the Word of God. 
This fact is the greatest spiritual fruit of our experiences during the 
war. It would be in contradiction to God’s will if we were to turn the 
EKID back into a mere union of churches, and would undermine the 
work begun at Treysa. We pray with Christ: ut omnes unum sint [That 


—From the regional superintendent of Saxony, Lie. Lau (Dresden) 
in a printed letter ‘‘to all the Pastors of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church 
of Saxony.’’—Ecumenical Press Service. 








Reunion Plans Allow 
Churches by % Vote 
To Withhold Property 


Minorities to Have ‘‘Equitable 
Adjustment’’ by Presbyteries 


Three or four days before leaving 
home, commissioners to the General As- 
sembly received (fresh from _ the 
printers’) the revised plan of Presby- 
terian reunion which the Assembly’s 
committee is asking to be submitted to 
the presbyteries for study and comment 
only—no action. 

Chief item of interest in the revised 
plan is a specific arrangement for this 
reunion alone providing that three- 
fourths of a congregation, voting not 
to go into the reunited church, be 
allowed to keep its property—within the 
year after the Assembly has approved 
reunion and the time of its actual con- 
summation. Minorities in such congre- 
gations are to be provided for by pres- 
byteries which are expected to make 
“equitable adjustments.”’ 


Gther items in the revision: 


The idea of regional synods and areas 
is out and eight regions for administra- 
tive purposes only are recommended. 

Montreat’s control is to remain in the 
southern synods. 

Presbyteries, subject to the synods of 
jurisdiction alone, are to exercise final 
authority on property matters. 

An enlarged section of the Book of 
Church Order describes the work of 
elders and deacons and in the ordination 
of elders the revision provides for the 
participation of elders in the “laying on 
of hands,’’ while in ordaining ministers, 
this is to be done ‘with the laying on 
of the hands of the presbytery accord- 
ing to the apostolic example.’ Former 
wording (in line with general Presby- 
terian practice) called for the laying on 
of hands by the ministers only. 


Among the joint US-USA committees’ 
concurrent declarations are provisions, 
as outlined in May, 1943, for the con- 
solidation of the various boards and 
committees within ten years; a special 
commission of 25 from each church to 
care for this consolidation and related 
matters. Committees on the Minister 
and His Work are projected, and it is 
specified that after five years, meetings 
of the General Assembly shall be bien- 
nial. 
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FRANK B. LEWIS IS NEW 
MARY BALDWIN PRESIDENT 


Trustees of Mary Baldwin College 
have elected Frank Bell Lewis, 35-year- 
old professor of Bible and Philosophy 
at Davis and Elkins College, as presi- 
dent of that institution, It is under- 
stood that Dr. Lewis will assume his new 
duties in mid-summer, He succeeds L. 
Wilson Jarman, now president emeritus. 
Dean Martha S. Grafton has served as 
president since Dr. Jarman resigned. 

Dr. Lewis is a native of Maxwelton, 
W. Va., a graduate of Washington and 
Lee University and of Union Seminary 
in Virginia, with Masters degrees from 
both institutions. He studied at New 
College, Edinburgh, Scotland, and won 
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The Problem of American Power 
By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 





as much as we did on the merits 

of American intervention in 
Greece and Turkey. But beyond the 
differences it was interesting to note the 
general sense of relief about America’s 
determination to stay in Europe. 

The action in Greece and Turkey was 
generally regarded (and [ think rightly 
so) as a symbol of our sense of con- 
tinuing responsibility, It was upon that 
point that Europeans have. had appre- 
hensions. 

Europe is today an economic and 
political vacuum. The increasing weak- 
ness of Britain makes the continent the 
more apprehensive and more conscious 
of its dependence upon us. 

There is general agreement, except 
in the Communist minority of western 
Europe, that it would be fatal for the 
historic culture of Europe and for both 
péace and democracy if Russian power 
flowed into this vacuum. 

There is no one to fill this vacuum 
except us. Or rather, only our political 
power can fill the political vacuum and 
only a renewed health in the European 
nations can fill the economic vacuum. 
The destruction of German culture has 
also left a cultural vacuum which we are 
not likely to fill for some time because 
the differences in pre-suppositions of 
American and European culture are too 
wide, 

Thus the whole of Europe has an in- 
creasing sense of its dependence upon 
us. But it is also conscious of the fact 
that we are geographically remote and 
that in previous instances we intervened 
in a time of great crisis and withdrew 
again to our continent. It wonders 
therefore whether we would do that 
again, 

The action in Greece and Turkey, 
whatever its specific merits, was a notice 
that we had a strong determination to 
carry through and to assume responsi- 
bilities commensurate with our power. 


) Aen PEOPLE differed just 


It was this aspect of our action which 
prompted so many sighs of relief. 

A swallow does not make a summer 
and one such decisive action does not 
necessarily prove our capacity to per- 
severe in our will to be the organizing 
center of an ordered world. It is never- 
theless gratifying to all Americans, who 
believe that America must assume re- 
sponsibilities commensurate with its 
power, that, for the moment at least, we 
have no inclination to disavow our re- 
sponsibilities, 

On the other hand we must admit 
that this whole realm of international 
relations is a fairly strange terrain for 
our nation and that we will have to 
learn much to carry our responsibilities 
with wisdom. We have to learn much 
particularly about the relation of power 
to justice. 

Politics deals with power and there is 
therefore no other than ‘‘power poli- 
tics.” But when politics becomes 
purely a show of power without effort 
to bring power into the service of jus- 
tice, we are on the slippery slope which 
leads to fascism. 

American idealism has been on the 
whole rather simple on this issue so that 
our world easily gets divided between 
the cynics who would merely exert 
American power without regard to jus- 
tice and the idealists who do not want 
to use power because it is not a pure, 
but an ambiguous, instrument of justice. 

If America is to bear its responsibili- 
ties without pride and without self- 
righteousness on the one hand, and 
without fits of irresponsibility on the 
other, the religious life of America will 
have to inform the conscience of our na- 
tion with a profounder sense of the 
curious mixture of good and evil which 
expresses itself in power-political 
struggles even on the highest level of 
idealism. 


(Copyright 1947 by RNS.) 
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his Ph. D. degree from Duke University. 
He served pastorates in Richlands, Va., 
and at Williamson, W. Va., before go- 
ing to his present teaching position at 
Davis and Elkins. 





194.77 Commencement 





Greenbrier College: Baccalaureate, 
June 1, Lloyd Courtney, Lewisburg, W. 
Va.; Commencement, June 2, C. Irving 
Lewis, Petersburg, Va. 

William and Mary College, Baccalau- 
reate, June 8, John N. Thomas, Union 
Seminary, Richmond. 

Presbyterian College (S. C.): Bacca- 
laureate, June 1, John Bright, Rich- 
mond, Va.; Commencement, June 2, 
John McSween, Greenville, S. C. 

Assembly’s Training School, Rich- 
mond, Va.: Seventeen students were 
awarded the Master of Religious Educa- 
tion Degree; seven, the Master of Arts; 
and sixteen the Bachelor of Religious 
Education. President Henry Wade Du- 
Bose announced prospects of a full en- 
rollment next year with also a high en- 
rollment during the coming summer 
session. He reported receipt of a legacy 
amounting to $11,733 from the estate 
of Mrs. Mollie F. Elliott, Staunton, Va., 
and another of $1,631 from Mrs. C. R. 
Stephens, Ballinger, Texas. Several 
thousand dollars in individual gifts were 
received during the year, most of them 
being designated for a building fund. 

Mitchell College: Alumnae Meeting, 
May 24, Dr. Mary Martin Sloop, Cross- 
nore, N. C.; Baccalaureate, May 25, Jos. 
B. Clower, Morganton, N. C.; Student 
Vespers, S. M. Houck, Loray, N. C.; 
Commencement, May 26, C. Sytvester 
Green, Durham, N. C. 

Westminster College: Baccalaureate, 
June 1, Raymond I. Lindquist, Orange, 
N. J. 

Centre College: Alumni Speaker, 
June 14, Col. J. J. Bethurum Williams; 
Baccalaureate, June 15, President Wal- 
ter A. Groves; Commencement, June 16, 
Robt. J. McMullen, New York. 


HONORARY DEGREES 
Austin College: Robert F. Jones, Ft. 
Worth; Frank Langham, Dallas, Doctor 
of Divinity; Arthur G. Hopkins, Sher- 
man, Doctor of Laws; J. B. Moorman, 
Sherman, Doctor of Literature. 
Arkansas College: Robert Dixon 
Nolen, North Little Rock; James W. 
Butler, Fayetteville, Ark., Doctor of 
Divinity; Margaret Moore Jacobs, Cla- 
rendon, Ark., Doctor of Letters. 
Presbyterian College (S. C.): John 


Bright, Richmond, Va.; LeRoy P. 
Burney, Columbia, S. C.; Frank B. 
Estes, Orangeburg, S. C.; John E. 
Richards, Columbus, Ga., Doctor of 
Divinity. 


Westminster College: Governor Phil 
M. Donnelly of Missouri, Doctor of 
Laws; C. Ransom Comfort, Jr., Louis- 
ville, Ky., Marshall B. Wyatt, Jackson- 
ville, Fla., Doctor of Divinity. 
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A USA leader tells his own church 
about these Southern Presbyterians 
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Presbyterian Reunion Is At Hand 


By J. HARRY COTTON* 


OR YEARS our church has taken a strong lead in the 
movement for Protestant reunion. We have let it 
be known that we were ready to discuss plans of 

reunion with any evangelical body. We have hoped and 
prayed most for union with the other members of the 
Presbyterian family. 
But no such union 
has taken place. At 
the 1946 General 
Assembly the lay- 
men’s commission 
rightly complained 
that our church is 
not getting results. 
But now there is 
good reason to hope 
that we can reunite 
soon with the Pres- 
byterian Church in 
the U. S. 

Even leaders in 
our denomination 
are still sceptical. 
They need to know 
how strong are the 
tides for reunion 
among our South- 
The unnatural barriers have been broken 

We have been seeing more of each other. 





ern brethren. 
in recent years. 
Sometimes to our surprise, we have been learning how 
much alike we really are, that we really belong together. 


One in Faith, Purpose, Spirit 


We have found that we are alraedy one in faith, one 
in purpose, one in spirit. The many ministers from the 
Northern Church who ministered to soldiers in the south- 
ere camps during the war helped greatly to correct false 
impressions. But the greatest single influence in the South- 
ern Church has been the return of the chaplains from the 
armed services. I am told that there is scarcely a man 
among them wlio is not an ardent believer in reunion. The 
sober truth is that the friends of reunion in the Southern 
Chureh believe that the time has come to move forward. 
There can be nu question about the mind of our own church. 

We we're apart in doctrine twenty years ago. But much 
has happened in those years. Northern “‘liberals’’ have 
been chastened by the knowledge that sin had much more 
dreadful power and depth than their facile optimism had 
led them to believe. Many of the angularities of literalism 
have disappeared from Southern thinking. Today it is safe 
to say that even as we now agree on our formal confessions 
of faith, so there is no greater variety in doctrinal emphasis 
between our communions than there is within our Northern 
church. 

Friends of tiie Negro may be disappointed that the ap- 
proaching reunion was not made an occasion to force aboli- 
tion of Negro presbyteries and synods. The plan of union 
leaves all presbytery and synod boundaries just as they 
now are. A moment of sober thinking should clear that 


issue. In the reunited church the constitutional method 





*Or. Cotton is an outstanding leader in the Presbyterian 
Church, USA. On May 6 he resigned on account of his 
health from the vresidency of McCormick Seminary in Chi- 
cago. The article which appears on this page was written 
to his USA brethren and was published first in The Pres- 
byierian of Philadelphia. Dr. Cotton is also a member of 
the editorial tamily of THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. 


of merging presbyteries (and synods) remains as it now 
is. This is one issue that can be satisfactorily settled only 
on a locai basis. The Southern people will settle this issue. 
But to attempt to force a decision on local presbyteries by 
General Assembly fiat would arouse new bitterness and set 
the cause of Negro freedom in the church back for decades. 
The thoughtful friends of our colored brethren will recog- 
nize that cordial and friendly equality in the church is the 
only desirabJe kind and that it will come locally or not at 
all. 


God's Spirit Is at Work 


Those of us who were at Cincinnati in March, when the 
two commissions met together, saw the Spirit at work. It 
seemed at times that we could not come together. But by 
the afternoon of the last day the obstacles fell, one by 
one, and we reached complete agreement on the plan of 
union. In its first draft this plan showed signs that our 
Southern brethren were suspicious of us. A faltering union, 
with avowed mistrust would be pathetic. These signs have 
now been removed. This is a document of confidence. 

The plan of union now comes before the two General 
Asseinblies and is to be sent down to the presbyteries for 
a year of study and comment. Let the comment be sober— 
the kind you would make if you were yourself to present 
it to the commicsion of the Southern Church. This is no 
time for any of us to attempt to get our pet projects attached 
as riders to the plan of union. These comments will be 
carefully weighed by their commission and our department 
and as far as possible included within the revised plan of 
union which we hope will go before the General Assem- 
blies for action in 1948. 


Unnatural Barriers Fall 


The more you know these men of the South the more 
you know how greatly they will strengthen us. The melt- 
ing of this unnatural barrier will release new spiritual 
power throughout our churches. This is surely a day when 
the full power of the gospel and the whole weight of the 
Church needs to be released against the sin and despair 
of the world. it is no hour to waste our strength in futile 
competition. We have no right to ask God to bless our 
churches in anv such waste of energy. 

This reunion has not come, nor will it cone, on the 
basis of any consent of human wills. In moving toward 
reunion we can receive no guidance from methods of po- 
litizai compromise, which mean a giving in here, a stand- 
ing firm there, trading this for that. It will come only 
as God wilis it, as we are surrendered instruments of his 
will, and as a great outpouring of the Holy Spirit melts 





the hard pride tiat still survives in our hearts. For that 
we shoula earnestly pray and labor. 
Wilbur LaRoe, Jr., IS USA Moderator 

Wilbur LaRoe, Jr., Washington, D. C., attorney, was 


elected moderator of the Presbyterian, USA, General As- 
sembly, meeting in Grand Rapids, Mich. Mr. LaRoe, the 
fourth layman to be so honored, won on the second ballot 
over Robert B. Whyte, Cleveland; John H. Gardner, Jr., 
Baltimore; and F. Paul McConkey, Seattle. Upon motion 
by Dr. Whyte, the runner-up, he was elected unanimously. 
Dr. Gardner was named vice-moderator by Mr. LaRoe. 

The new moderator served for eleven years as chairman 
of the committee on civic affairs of the Washington Fed- 
eration of Churches. (He has agreed to serve as one of 
the new contributing editors of THE PRESBYTERIAN 
OUTLOOK, announcement of which is scheduled to be made 
soon.—EDS.) 
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Protestant Unity Can Be Achieved 


Brooklyn, N. Y. (RNS)—Protestant unity can be achieved 
within a decade provided the machinery is set in motion 
now, G. Bromley Oxnam, resident bishop of the New York 
area of the Methodist Church and former president of the 
Federal Council of Churches, declared here. 

Addressing the closing session of the New York East 
Annual Conference of the Church, Bishop Oxnam proposed 
that ten or twelve major Protestant denominations join 
together in a special convention called specifically to ‘‘effect 
union, not to discuss it.” 

More than 80 per cent of all Protestants in the United 
States, he said, are members of 13 denominations. Most 
of those denominations, he added, would look with favor 
on such a gathering. 

Emphasizing the urgency of the situation, the Bishop 
termed Protestant disunity a ‘‘denial of God" at a time 
when “atheistic and materialistic forces are abroad.” 

“We cannot move forward,” he said, ‘unless we move 
together.”’ 

Although the time has come to “call on the churches of 
Jesus Christ around the earth to unite,”’ Bishop Oxnam 
declared, ‘‘yet unity will never be achieved by a return 
to Rome nor by one party insisting that other groups join 


__ oye 

“We must first unite the Protestant churches,”’ he said, 
“‘and then we can consider a higher synthesis of the Church 
throughout the world.” 

Protestant unity does not necessarily involve rule by 
bishops nor does it require the use of a certain prayer 
book, he said. Different congregations, the Bishop ex- 
plained, could feel free to choose one of six or eight types 
of worship services. 

“What harm would there be in setting up one great 
new service of consecration for all clergymen?" he asked. 

He predicted that immediate advantages would follow 
the establishment of a united Protestant Church. These, he 
said, might include a united overseas missions program; 
use of a common hymnal; publication of a national Protes- 
tant paper; sponsorship of a non-denominational Christian 
radio hour and visual education program; setting-up of an 
over-all pension system; and united support for theological 
seminaries. 

The basis for such a united Protestant Church, Bishop 
Oxnam concluded, would not rest upon a person but “upon 
a confession: Thou art the Christ, the son of the Living 
God.”’ 





Presbyterians and the Federal Council 


“In these postwar days of stress 
and strain, when it is evident that 
our economic, social and religious 
thinking is being stamped and 
molded for the better or for the 
worse, it is quite urgent that those 
who believe im Christ as the Divine 
Lord and Savior of the world should 
present a united front in combating 
the forces of evil. The Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches of Christ in America 
is the only available united front.” 

CHARLES G. ROSE, 

Attorney, Fayetteville, N. C., 

Moderator of the 1942 General 
Assembly. 


Let us Support the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches! World disunity fos- 
ters that selfishness and jealousy 
that foments further scandal to man- 
kind. Christian people tremble and 
plead for cooperation and brother- 
hood. What a tragedy that even a 
few good men seek to destroy an 
honcrable and vastly useful collabo- 
ration among the evangelical 
churches. Tension breeds hostility 





Thomas K, Young 


Sees honorable, useful collaboration. 


sible to cooperate with each other, 
there does not seem to be much hope 
for an effective United Nations or- 
ganization, or for the realization of 
the ideal of “One World.”’ Would it 
net be a great thing if all of us 
would do more practicing and less 
zrgeuing about religion! 


CHAS. E. DIEHL, 


President, Southwestern at Mem- 
phis; Moderator of the 941 As- 
sembly. 


CHARLES L. KING, retiring mod- 
erator of the 1945 Assembly, said to 
that Assembly— 


This question ought to be settled 
here. The last two Assemblies made 
a mistake [in suggesting later refer- 
ence to the presbyteries.] We have 
already voted to elect representatives 
to the World Council of Churches, 
but that doesn’t affect you a bit. We 
will work with Christians from 
Europe, Asia and the islands of the 


It is to me a source of great regret sea, but we are saying, we will not 


and hostility impotence that spells and deep concern to note the efforts work with our Christian neighbors 


Gefeat to Christianity’s effort to ios- which are being made in some quar-_ here at home. 


. I wonder if we 


ter love and spiritual unity. For ters to discredit the Federal Council realize that our world is burning... 


these the world is dying. Aggres- 


of Churches and to discourage our’ and the issues involved are far larger 
sive Romanism and blatant paganism association with 


that ecumenical than some of those touched upon 


want us divided that they may con- organization. It was in my judgment here in this discussion. . . . Think 
quer us. Unless we stick together highly important six years ago when about the young people in your 
and pool our strength for protest the Presbyterian Church in the U.S. churches and away from your 
against iniquity, and for insistence ;esumed its membership in the Fed- churches. Don’t antagonize them by 
upou basic righteousness and human eral Council of Churches, and it is drawing off in the corner and refus- 


welfare we cannot hope to see Prot- immensely more important in these ing to cooperate. . . 


. Let our church 


estantism the expanding and vital times, when there is even greater stand shoulder to shoulder with 


faith it deserves to be. 
TOM YOUNG, 
Minister, Idlewild Church, Mem- 
phis, Tenn., and Moderator ot 
the 1945 General Assembly. 


of Jesus Christ, 


need for the united Protestant voice, the other great denominations of 
to maintain our membership. If the America, (The vote in favor of 
various denominations of the Church maintaining membership in the Fed- 
with whatever dif- eral Council was so great as not to 
ferences they have, cannot find it pos- be recorded.) 
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The Golden Rule and the Closed Shop 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“Whatsoever ye 
should do to you, 
them.’’—Matt. 7:12. 


would that men 
do ye even so to 


HE GOLDEN RULE has innumer- 
able applications, but for every 
one of them a Christianized imag- 

ination is necessary. You cannot possi- 
bly put yourself in the other man’s 
place ig you have no idea how the other 
man lives, thinks, hopes or suffers. 

It is all the more difficult when we 
live far removed from the other man, 
each within a group more cr less mu- 
tually hostile. One concrete current 
example is the difficulty most Presbyte- 
‘ rians, or for that matter most members 
of what have been called here the “‘es- 
tablisned’’ churches of the South, will 
continue to find in appreciating the 
point of view of organized labor. Most 
of our membership (not to mention our 
ministry) is made up of other classes. 
That organized labor does have any 
friends at all among us is a testimonial 
to the fact that the church is not so 
un-Christian as her critics claim. 


UR MEMBERSHIP is made up 
mainly of three classes: the em- 
ploying class, farmers, and a 

smaller group of unskilled and unor- 
ganized workers. It was not a worker 
or a radical but a native southern busi- 
ness man who first called the writer’s 
attention to the fact that in a profit- 
system, every worker is a cost item. 
The general idea in a profit-system is 
to produce, or to buy, at the lowest 
possible price, and to sell at the high- 
est possible. Now, for the producer or 
the business man, labor is just some- 
thing that makes up part of the cost. 
The more you have to pay labor the 
less profit you are going to make, un- 
less you keep on swinging prices higher 
and higher. When you hear business 
men talking about reducing costs, they 
are thinking (among other things) of 
the cost of labor. 

What goes into the pay envelope? 
From the payer’s point of view, every 
dime that goes into the pay envelope 
is a dime that cuts down profits. From 
the payee’s point of view, what comes 
out of the envelop is all he has—meat 
and groceries, fun and education, a 
home with a yard, all his living. From 
the viewpoint of the man who (figura- 
tively speaking) seals up the envelope, 
his hope of prosperity is to keep that 
pay envelope thin; from the viewpoint 
of the man who opens it, his hope of 
prosperity is to keep that envelope fat. 
Now if there is anything on which labor 
and management agree, it is that the 
closed shop keeps wages up, it keeps 
that pay envelope fat. Propaganda for 
the open shop under the slogan ‘“‘the 
tight to work” does not fool organized 


labor, nor any man who knows the his- 
tory of its achievements. But members 
of the employing classes, and their fam- 
ilies, who make up so important a part 
of our church, will have a very hard 
time seeing the problem from the work- 
ers’ point of view. It takes much un- 
selfish imagination even to see it, and 
more to share it. 


S FOR THE rural church mem- 
ber, it is a simple fact that the 
average farmer has long viewed 


the city worker as one of his natural 
enemies. When wages in industry are 
high, the farmer has to pay more for 
every manufactured article he buys; 
hence any solidarity of interest between 
farmer and industrial worker has sel- 
dom been recognized. Consequently 
the farmer, who has been slow to or- 
ganize even in his own interest, looks 
on the ciosed shop, and on organized 
labor, with as unfriendly an eye as does 
the average business man. The unor- 
ganized worker, being himself a low- 
as-possible cost item in a highly com- 
petitive (‘‘cut-throat” is a bad word) 
industry, who will not be seen sitting 
in his employer’s church but who may 
still be a Presbyterian, is too inarticu- 
late to know or care much about it. 
Our church, in short, is composed 
largely of classes of society who are 
either indifferent or hostile to the open 
shop in particular and organized labor 
in general. If the reader is skeptical, 
let him count up how Many members 
of his church belong to a union—not 
a company union but a genuine labor 
unlon? Let him offer the suggestion 


7 


that maybe current legislation will have 
the effect of destroying the unions, and 
see whether that possibility arouses any 
consternation in his Sunday school 
class? 


T WILL REQUIRE a strong effort 
[ to open our eyes to see, if we can, 

how it looks to the 
other side of the line. ‘Closed shop” 
to our typical church member is an 
urgly expression: it means ‘‘strikes’’ 
and “labor trouble’’ and reduced divi- 
dends; it is either something he does 
not understand at all or understands 
only too well. ‘Closed shop” to the 
holder of the union card means self- 
respect, it means standards of compe- 
tence, it means meat oftener than once 
a week, it means something besides a 
treadmill, or compensation for the 
necessary treadmill, it means sending 
the children to college, it means trad- 


man on the 


. ing at Miller and Rhoads or Paxson’s 


once in a while instead of on the side 
streets, it means security, it means 
hope. The Golden Rule means seeing 
it as the worker sees it. 

Well, the irritated reader will ex- 
claim, shouldn’t the union laborer ex- 
ercise the Golden Rule too? Of course 
he should, but he doesn’t read this pa- 
per; he doesn’t even come to our 
church. But he might—if he had rea- 
son to believe we were his friends. 





HERE ARE TESTS which apply 
T to all of us and from which 

there is no honorable .escape. 
Friendship tests our loyalty; duty 
tests our diligence; opportunity tests 
our aptitude; discouragement tests 
our determination; irritation tests 
our temper, The simple truth is‘our 
lives are never free from some form 
of testing——JOHN MacBEATH in 
The British Weekly. 











trated on the mission field. . 


beset the world. . 


of the Church. 





The Ecumenical Reformation 


4 HE WORLD desperately needs and deeply longs for a decisive word. 
cr facing it are a multiplicity of churches, the differences among which 

not only prevent a unified voice, but which when they are explained 
convey an impression of such 2 complexity of involved argument that the in- 
quiring non-Christian turns away in confusion. . 

The essence of the difficuity is that the ‘distinctive’ claims of the dif- 
ferent churches are those which arose in a distantly past age, and which have 
little or no relevance to the contemporary scene. This is most tragically illus- 


The lack of a single Christian message is also at the root of the failure 
of the churches to devise a co:nmou strategy. 
a diversity of institutions and cf thought and of worship; it has become the 
license for an un-coordinated and undisciplined attack upon the evils which 


Within this general scene there is in process a profound reformation. 
It is a reformation which amid the disunity of the churches asserts the unity 
It is a reformation which amid the provincialism of the 
churches asserts the world mission of the Church. 
is the primacy of the gospel, the world vision of its need and effectiveness, 
the unity germane to the Spirit of Christ, which is alike demanded of us by 
the condition of the world and by the will of God. _ 

ROBERT S. RILHEIMER, in What Must the Church Do?, published by 
Harper and Bros., New York. See review, page 15. 


But 


Diversity has become not only 


In this reformation 
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EDITORIAL 





Presbyterian Reunion 


When the Assembly’s Committee on 
Cooperation and Union last March made 
public its proposed recommendation 
with reference to the plan to be followed 
in considering a plan of Presbyterian 
Reunion, we said then that such a rec- 
ommended course of action should 
guarantee that this question ought to be 
easily disposed of by this Assembly; 
that it should be removed from any pos- 
sibility of debate or discussion on the 
floor, other than that of simply ques- 
tions and answers in order to make all 
parts entirely clear, 

This seemed to be true because the 
committee recommended unanimously 
that the plan be submitted to the As- 
sembly with: the further purpose of 
sending it on to the presbyteries, not for 
action, but for study and comment. Any 
committee of any church court would 
ordinarily be granted such a request and 
we think undoubtedly this committee 
will be granted it. 

However, activities of the ‘‘Continu- 
ing Church Committee” in recent weeks 
have given rise to the idea that this 
group feels that its best, if not only, 
chance to kill the plan is to kill it early. 
No Assembly would be inclined to do 
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that. After working for ten years at 
the instruction of one Assembly after 
another, the committee should be given 
the privilege of sending the plan out for 
“study and comment.” Even the one 
or two members of the committee who 
are known to be opposed to reunion 
have joined in this request. 

Therefore, we still like to believe 
that the question of Presbyterian re- 
union will be quickly taken care of by 
this Assembly as it approves the per- 
manent committee’s recommendation, in 
order that issues of other kinds may 
claim the time and consideration of the 
commissioners. The plan should be 
sent on, as the committee asks, for 
“study and comment.’’ When we have 
the study and the comments, we shall 
know much more about what it will be 
wise to do. 


Who Decides About the FC? 


Two overtures to the General Assem- 
bly ask that the matter of our church’s 
membership in the Federal Council of 
Churches be referred to the presby- 
teries, as mentioned by the 1943 As- 
sembly. Last week we indicated our 
judgment that that Assembly was in 
error in making such a suggestion; that 
this relationship has always been estab- 
lished, or dis-established, by the Assem- 
bly itself; that even if the presbyteries 
pronounced on it, the Assembly would 
still have to make the decision, accord- 
ing to our Book of Church Order. One 
thing more—among others that could 
be mentioned 

Some men ask, Would not a vote in 
the presbyteries reflect the sentiment of 
our membership better than a vote in 
the Assembly? Let us look just a mo- 
ment. It would seem as though the 
feelings of more people could be defi- 
nitely and more democratically deter- 
mined that way than any other, but can 
they? 

The answer is No; for mathemati- 
cally, a majority of presbyteries can be 
counted which have only one-fourth the 
church’s membership, In a vote by 
presbyteries, Ethel with 393 members, 
Indian with 521, Guerrant with 1,299, 
could cast as great a vote as Mecklen- 
burg with 21,886 members, Atlanta 
with 21,316 and Western Texas with 
15,712. This cannot happen in the As- 
sembly where the number of represen- 
tatives is based on proportionate mem- 
bership. For that reason, among others, 
the Book of Church Order wisely pro- 
vides that such matters shall be decided 
by the General Assembly. 


Montreat’s Problem 


We believe that members of the 
church at large and, in particular, the 
synods and presbyteries which have dis- 
patched overtures to the Assembly, will 
feel that their concern for Montreat’s 
structural relationships has been cared 
for if something like this is done: 

Appointment of an ad interim com- 
mittee to satisfy the questions which 
have been raised in many minds about: 
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(1) The_ relationship between Mon- 
treat College, its property, and the 
Mountain Retreat Association. Specif- 
ically, if the college was removed from 
under the control of the Assembly with- 
out any notice of such intention, what 
else on the Montreat grounds can also 
be put under independent or outside 
control? 

(2) The relationship between the As- 
sembly and synod representatives, the 
board of directors, and the Mountain 
Retreat Association. Under present ar- 
rangements the majority of the trustees 
elected by the General Assembly and the 
seventeen synods (those from distant 
points) do not, and for all practical 
purposes, cannot attend the annual meet- 
ing of the corporation which elects the 
board of directors who actually control 
Montreat. Can there not be some ar- 
rangement by which these men can dis- 
charge the responsibility placed upon 
them by the church courts and give to 
Montreat that practical cooperation, 
counsel and aid which will insure the 
maximum support of the church? 

It would help if the Association would 
pay the expenses of the trustees to the 
annual meeting—if these able men were 
encouraged to share more directly in the 
necessary planning. 

An ad interim committee, appointed 
to consider these maters, we believe, 
would bring to the next Assembly a re- 
port which would eliminate any criti- 
cism of the past and assure full support 
and cooperation in the future. This is 
what all desire. 


Our Church Needs an 
Advisory Committee 

Norfolk Presbytery is addressing an 
overture to the Assembly of this year 
with the request that the present per- 
manent stewardship committee be given 
additional duties with reference to ad- 
visory administration and _ review, in- 
cluding some degree of oversight of 
other Assembly agencies. This over- 
ture obviously is seeking to express the 
need which two overtures already be- 
fore the Assembly are underscoring. 
Passed on to this year’s body with the 
urgent recommendation of study, they 
seek a separate advisory committee of 
the Assembly—as we have discussed it 
here before— 

as an independent committee 
composed of about fifteen of the ablest 
people in the church, a committee. ma- 
joring in research and study, in discus- 
sion and planning, in recommendation 
and education, marking out significant 
goals of advance and helping to move 
the church along the way of Christian 
progress.”’ 

Most of the leading denominations 
have something like this central plan- 
ning or overall advisory committee. 
They consider it essential. They have 
had them for years and in some of our 
greatest churches it would seem that 
this committee is largely responsible 
for many of the alert, progressive pro- 
grams which characterize these denomi- 
nations, 
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Southern Baptists, who have one of 
the best of these planning groups, in 
their executive committee, which has 
worked effectively for years, have an en- 
tirely independent body to study as ob- 
jectively as possible the total program 
and responsibility of the denomination. 
To be sure, all agencies must keep in 
close touch with this study group 
through advisory or other membership, 
but the responsibility itself falls upon 
an independent committee, responsible 
directly to the denomination’s general 
convention, 


Seminarians to Ohio 


Scheduled for June 11-18 at Miami 
University, Oxford, Ohio, is the ex- 
tremely important North American In- 
terseminary Conference. Long and care- 
ful preparation has gone into the 
months leading up to this. Five books 
of far-reaching significance, the last of 
which is reviewed on page 15 of this 
issue, have been written by leading 
evangelical churchmen of the country. 
Seminary students in all our seminaries 
and young women in the Assembly’s 
Training School have already been 
deeply enriched by the preparation for 
this meeting and it is to be hoped that 
all the seminaries will be represented 
by large student delegations and mem- 
bers of their respective faculties. Some 
of them, as well as the Training School, 
we happen to know, will send unusually 
fine groups to the Oxford meeting. 

The prayers of the church and the 
cordial encouragement of its leaders 
should attend this conference which, ac- 
cording to its own statement, will as- 
semble seminary students from the en- 
tire continent 


“To seek a deepening and quickening 
of spiritual life through worship, study 
and fellowship together. 

“To confront realistically the chal- 
lenge which our culture presents to the 
Church, in order that there may be a 
total reconsecration of life to God’s 
transforming purpose, 

“To achieve a broader vision of the 
world-wide movement of the ecumenical 
Church and of the responsibility of the 
individual in it.” 


Even if no conference were held, the 
books which have been written have in 
themselves been of great moment—see 
Dr. Thompson’s review already referred 
to. But a glance at the schedule to be 
followed through a solid week (and the 


word is solid) under some of the most 


able Christian leadership of the nation 
indicates that this conference is of the 
first water. A few of the top-notch 
speakers and discussion leaders are: 
Elton Trueblood, S. M. Cavert, Charles 
P. Taft, Georgia Harkness, John C. Ben- 
nett. John A. Mackay, K. S. Latourette, 
Henry P. Van Dusen, Douglas Horton 
and many another. 

One hope of the conference planners 
is that it will mark a new beginning for 
the Interseminary Movement, That can 
be expected. It will also mean a new 
beginning under tremendous new in- 
spiration for the seminarians who are 
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there. We should be grateful that so 
many of our future ministers are mak- 
ing their plans to attend such a meet- 
ing. 


On Choosing Commissioners 


Athens Presbytery in Georgia has 
adopted a custom, in effect after this 
year, of electing as its commissioner to 
the General Assembly, the minister 
from the church showing the largest 
percentage of gain in membership dur- 
ing the year. 

™« * ” 

To say the least, that would be a 
better way of choosing commissioners 
to the Assembly than the method in 
vogue in most presbyteries. Current 
practice in many presbyteries is to put 
ministers in line and to send them in 
turn without regard to anything else. 
That is fair, if the concern is that each 
man shall have the same amount of 
presbyterial expenditures made in his 
behalf. It is also fair if the Assem- 
bly be conceived as an educational ven- 
ture in which each minister shall be 
involved. 

But church courts are really some- 
thing else—and particularly so are Gen- 
era! Assemblies. They are delibera- 
tive bodies where the best minds and 
the most alert spirits in all the church 
should be summoned to study the de- 
nomiration’s work, to draw up plans 
for the future, to determine crucial 
policies. Such a method has great dan- 
gers, but any system of choosing com- 
missioners in rotation has other dan- 
gers which may be just as great, in ad- 
dition to holding out less promise of 
real achievement. 


That Word ‘‘Reverend’’ 


One overture which the Bills and 
Overtures Committee of the Assembly 
will have before it asks simply that the 
use of the adjective ‘‘reverend’”’ be elimi- 
nated from all official publications and 
records of the Assembly—that ministers 
be referred to just as men, unless they 
have titles (reverend is not a title, 
though many seem not to understand 
that fact). The overture doesn’t labor 
its point, simply referring to the one 
place in the Scriptures where the word 
is used, and underscoring the fact that 
in that one place it refers to God, not 
man. 

In former years in these columns we 
have pointed out some of the difficulties 
which attend the use of this archaic 
prefix, usual errors which are noted, the 
failure to understand its proper use 
even by many ministers who use it of 
themselves on bulletins and stationery 
(or see the minutes or dockets of at 
least a few presbyteries where it is used 
coloquially as a noun). 

Our simple objection to it is (1) it is 
archaic; (2) a bit pompous (no New 
Testament simplicity about it); (3) its 
inexpressive quality as relating to a 
minister’s office—he doesn’t reverend! 
—and (4) the practical impossibility 
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of teaching people to use the compli- 
mentary adjective correctly. We have 
no hopes that, even with broadening 
education, many people will learn to use 
the term correctly (or should). Its 
proper use is too involved. We have 
quoted here: 

From Time Magazine: ‘‘Nothing so 
infuriates a minister named Jones as 
being called ‘Reverend Jones.’ Rever- 
end ig an adjective, not a title. If a 
parson is not a doctor (teacher), he is, 
like other men, a mister. . . .” The 
Christian Century: (The erroneous use 
is) “an odious practice which, begin- 
ning with the illiterate and the un- 
churched, has spread in recent years 
until one is no longer safe from it even 
in the columns of metropolitan dailies 
or on the platforms of urban churches.” 

Not long ago a woman wrote this 
paper saying, ‘‘Please help teach our 
people the proper use of this term.’’ We 
have little hope of doing much about 
this, however. But just a moment— 
perhaps the Assembly could suggest the 
use of more descriptive adjectives. 
Choose one to suit the man—Dignified 
John Jimpson or Solemn Ezra Stump or 
Jocular Edgar Friendship. Maybe a 
little variety would help. Of course, 
there are two that we use pretty well— 
the Venerable Mr. Blank, and the late 
Mr. Soanso, We don’t have much 
trouble with these. 

After all is said and done, we 
shouldn’t like to waste much time on 
this pomposity when so many other mat- 
ters of real urgency call us on, 








Wana you like to make a 


Christian investment that would guar- 
antee you a fixed income for life? 


We invite you to investigate the An- 
nuity Gift Plan of our Executive Com- 
mittee of Foreign Missions—a financial 
arrangement backed by the good faith 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., and 
protected by sound investment policies. 


You will receive a good annual income 
with safety of your investment for the 
rest of your life—plus the satisfaction 
of participating now in a vital Chris- 


tian enterprise. 


Let us send you full particulars. Just 
address 


Curry B. Hearn 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF 


RESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 
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We Fit the Cloth 


Tailor-made protection planned to meet the individual situa- 
tion holds the center of interest in the Presbyterian Ministers’ Fund. 
No insurance is sold just to pile up a record of sales. Made to 
order, suiting the needs of a particular clergyman, our policies 
provide lasting satisfaction. Give us the necessary facts and we 
will ‘‘speak to your condition.’’ 


Write to 
THE PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS’ 
FUND 


for Life Insurance 
Alexander Mackie, President 


The First Life Insurance Serving ministers, their wives 
Company in America— 
The Oldest In the World all Protestant denominations 


Founded 1717 — Chartered 1759 


and theological students of 


Home Office 
1805 Walnut Street 


Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Boston Office 
14 Beacon Street 
Boston 8, Mass. 


Atlanta Office St. Louis Office 
1415 Candler Building 1202 Areade Building 


Atlanta 3, Georgia St. Louis 1, Missouri 


**MORE THAN A BUSINESS: 
AN INSTITUTION” 











ASSEMBLY SPEAKERS—tThree men 
who will speak at the forthcoming Gen- 
eral Assembly are shown above. Edgar 
F. Romig of New York (left) will bring 
greetings from the World Alliance of 
Presbyterian and Reformed Churches; 
Governor J. N. McCord of Tennessee 
(center) will speak at the Elders’ Fel- 
lowship Banquet Friday night; Thomas 
H. Newcomb of Pittsburgh (above) will 
speak for United Presbyterians. 





GENERAL ASSEMBLY REPORTS 





Historical Foundation Nears Amount 
of $75,000 Needed for New Building 

The denomination’s Historical Foun- 
dation, located at Montreat reports a 
number of important accessions during 
the year, an increasing use of its facili- 
ties by researchers, inauguration of an 
arrangement for Sustaining Member- 
ships. Of the $75,000 thought to be 
necessary to provide a new building, the 
Foundation reports more than $66,000 
in hand, with $11,691 received during 
the year. The Woman’s Auxiliary gave 
$31,000 instead of the suggested quota 
of $25,000. 

When the Assembly meets at Mon- 
treat commissioners always count a visit 
to the Foundation as one of the high- 
lights of their attendance. 


Bible Society Tells of Achievements; 
Asks for $50,000 in Annual Support 

In its annual report, the American 
Bible Society requests the Presbyterian 
Church, US, to contribute $50,000 an- 
nually to its work. (In 1946, $36,971 
was given. The Stewardship Committee 
is recommending $25,766 for next year.) 
It tells of plans to enter into new fields 
with the Scriptures. Three major pro- 
jects for the past year are pointed out: 
Providing $262,500 worth of Bibles and 
portions for Germany; more than $750,- 
000 in raw materials for the production 
of Bibles in Germany; and more than 
$385,000 for distribution of the Bible 
in Japan. The Assembly’s committee 
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asks that its name be changed from the 
Committee on Bible Cause, to Commit- 
tee on American Bible Society. 


Stewardship Committee Reports 
Receipts Continuing Ahead of Askings 

A renewed interest in stewardship is 
reported by the Assembly’s Stewardship 
Committee. For the fifth consecutive 
year, the committee’s report declares, 
receipts of Assembly agencies from liv- 
ing donors have surpassed the minimum 
amount asked. This year’s receipts 
were $734,209 more than the year be- 
fore—$2,828,360. A five-year Program 
of Progress is described for the Assem- 
bly (OUTLOOK, May 12) and synods 
and presbyteries are urged to accept 
their quotas in full, 

Overtures seeking more active pro- 
duction of a visual aids program for the 
church were referred to the committee 
by the last Assembly. The committee 
recommends negative answers to the re- 
quests because it is felt that the pro- 
duction of films can be handled more 
economically and professionally by in- 
terdenominational and commercial 
agencies already in the field and because 
facilities of the Protestant Film Com- 
mission are already available. Further- 
more, the committee believes that the 
different agencies and institutions of the 
church will have to work out their own 
plans. 

The War Relief offering for Easter 
Sunday is recommended to continue. 

It is urged that the Assembly grant 
the request from the Committees on 
Evangelism, Radio, Negro Work, Chris- 
tian Relations, and Defense Service 
Council, that one receiving office be set 
up to receive all funds for these causes 
and distribute these funds, unless desig- 
nated, according to the scale of per- 
centages. 

It is recommended that an overture 
last year asking that the percentages be- 
come effective on July 1 after the As- 
sembly each year be answered in the 
negative. 


Prospect of World Council Is 
Described by Representatives 
Representatives of the church to the 
World Council of Churches (John R. 
Cunningham and Homer McMillan) re- 
port to the General Assembly the pro- 
spective consummation of that organiza- 
tion in the summer of 1948. They de- 
clare, ‘‘It will be the most representative 
gathering of the Christian Church, in 
the number of communions and of coun- 
tries, that was ever assembled and will 
attest the essential oneness of believers 
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THE MODERATOR HAS GOTTEN AROUND—During his year as moderator 
of the General Assembly Dr. J. B. Green, who retired last year from his pro- 
fessorship at Columbia Seminary only to be launched into even heavier duties— 
teaching as well as visiting here and there over the church—has led an arduous 
existence. In nominating him for moderator, P. D. Miller last year spoke of 
him as “young enough to have plenty of steam left and old enough to know 
how to use it.’ Here the 76-year-old retiring moderator is shown aboard a 
docile creature at the Race-track Plantation, Greenwood, Miss., in the midst of 
one of his strenous itineraries—all steamed up and ready to go. 


PEACE COLLEGE 


A junior college for women, with last two years of high school. Also special 
courses in Art, Piano, Voice, Violin, Home Economics, and commercial subjects. 


Applications for 1947-1948 session should be made now. 


For catalogue, write William C. Pressly, President, Peace College. Raleigh. 
North Carolina. 














SCHREINER INSTITUTE 


A Military High School and Junior College for Boys. High School and_ Junior 
College Departments accredited through Southern Association. Owned and con- 
trolled by Southern Presbyterian Church. 

Long Session opens September 15. Reservations now being received. Special 
rates and separate quarters for veterans. For literature and information, write 


THE REGISTRAR, Box U, Kerrville, Texas. 














| KING COLLEGE 


Founded 1867 
Presbyterian, Co-educational. High Standards of Scholarship. 
Positive Christian Influences. B. A. Degree Scholarships. 
SUMMER SESSION 
Two Terms: June 10-July 18, July 19-August 22 
Ideal summer climate 
For catalog, write 


R. T. L. LISTON, PRESIDENT, BOX P, BRISTOL, TENN. 








SOUTHWESTERN 
At Memphis 


TWELVE WEEKS SUMMER SESSION, 1947 


First Term, June 9-July 19 
Second Term, July 21-August 30 
Six semester hours may be obtained at either term or twelve 
semester hours at both. 
For further information write: 


| THE REGISTRAR 


































































As the rector of this 
church expresses it— 


“Carillonic Bells are 
simply amazing ... 


e 


*,..and the whole town is delighted 
with them. One lady told me, ‘I don’t 
know when I’ve heard bells that 
thrilled me as much.’ And Dr. Fred- 
erick Boothroyd, Director of Music at 
Grace Cathedral, Colorado Springs, 
said, “These are the first bells I have 
heard in this country that remind me 
of the beautiful bells of England.’ 


“The bells are perfectly true- 
toned and always in absolute pitch, 
never changing with the weather. They 
are beautiful, too, when played inside 
with the organ. Comparing them with 
those of other churches, we find the 
tone of ours worlds superior. 


*“We also find that they are at- 
tracting more people to our services. 
Upon questioning, we discovered that 
the bells arouse an urge to worship, 
and they come to the church with the 
bells. As you can gather, we are pleased 
with our ‘Carillonic Bells,’ and can 
certainly recommend them without 
any reservations.” 


This gracious and whole-hearted tribute of 
the Rev. Mr. Young is representative of 
hundreds received. Schulmerich CARILLONIC 
BELLS will enhance your own organ music 
with new and glorious color; and its warm 
appeal through the tower will give your 
church a leading voice in the life of your 
community. We welcome your inquiries; 
address Dept. ?0-6 


Schulmerich 


ELECTRONICS, inc: 





CARILLONIC BELLS - TOWER MUSIC SYSTEMS - ACOUSTIC 
CORRECTION UNITS- SOUND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS- CHURCH NEARING AIDS 
SELLERSVILLE, PA. 
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in Christ in all lands despite the bar- 
riers of nations and races and tongues.” 
More than 108 communions in 38 coun- 
tries will be represented. 


Reports are given of extensive relief 
activities. “It is the judgment of those 
who best know of the poverty and dis- 
tress and suffering in the war-torn and 
devastated countries of Europe and Asia 
that no greater Christian obligation has 
faced the Christian Church in this or 
any other generation,’”’ the report says. 
Continued aid on a much larger scale 
is required, 


The first assembly of the World Coun- 
cil, when the formal organization will 
be effected, meets at a time when 
divided and embittered nations are long- 
ing for international peace and brother- 
hood, which can be found only in the 
fellowship of those who own the Prince 
of Peace as their Lord and Savior, the 
representatives declare, ‘Surely the 
World Council has come to the Kingdom 
for a high and holy purpose, for never 
has the opportunity for the Christian 
Church in the world to bring healing to 
the nations been so great.”’ 


The 24 men.ber churches in the U. 
S. will have 75 places in the world as- 
sembly. ‘The Presbyterian Church, US, 
will have three representatives which 
the 1947 A:sembly must name. 
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ABOUT MILK 


Milk is Nature’s most nearly perfect 
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58 Station Network 








To Carry July thru 
October Broadcasts 
A schedule of 13 services on the Pres. 
byterian Hour beginning July 6 and con. 
tinuing through October 26, has bee 
announced by the director of the Ag 
sembly’s Radio Committee, John yy We ® 
Alexander of Atlanta. During July ang§ o! the 
August the Presbyterian Hour wif lived @ 
alternate with the Episcopal How great d 
(newcomer to the Southern Religions § #7™e5 
Radio Conference), both presenting dis. precede 
Albemarle Presbytery. Amon. 
The network of stations carrying this loge 
Sunday morning (8:30 A. M. EST) i. 
broadcast has grown from 39 to 58 sta a He 
tions, from Kansas City to Miami and or | 
from Baltimore to Artesia, New Mexico, fil P 
Phoenic 
novatio: 
Preachers Named the sur 
carried 
Sermon topics and the preachers as} ™ the 
announced by Dr. Alexander are as fol | the » 
lows: Israel ; 
in orde: 
July 6, “If the Cross Could Speak,” } deities. 
W. A. Alexander, First church, Shreve 
pert, ta lead of | 
July 20, ‘“‘The Law of Sin and Death,” aw 
Claude H. Pritchard, executive secretary} A™0r 
of home missions, Atlanta. out to 
August 3, “‘The Hound of Hell,’”’ Cary § but was 
N. Weisiger, III, First church, Augusta, J short 
Ga. succeed. 
August 17, ‘‘The Triumph of Modern at the ¢ 
Christianity,” R. W. Cousar, Central 
church, Chattanooga, Tenn. years 01 
August 31, ‘“‘Man’s Eternal Opporte § #°ther 
nity,” Frank C. Brown, First chureh, j faith an 
Dallas, Texas. Jehovah 
Sept. 7, “Our Business with Christ J yhon i 
and His Business with Us,” J. C. Frist, Real: ; 
First church, Tampa, Fla. aa 
Sept. 14, “What the Bible Teaches§ | Chr 
About Man,” D. P. McGeachy, Jr., Peace § Years o] 
Memorial church, Clearwater, Fla. over thi 
Sept. 21, “What the Bible Teachesfin, co; 
About Freedom,’’ Russell C. Stroup, whi 
First church, Lynchburg, Va. ich v 
Sept. 28, “Why Join the Church?” time, 
Wm. B£. Phifer, Jr., Westminster church, I 
Nashville, Tenn. » The 
Oct. 5, “Our Belief in the Futureg Jogja) 
Life,’’” Kenneth J. Foreman, professor at ing the 
Davidson College; professor-elect at f 
Louisville Seminary. ot Mana 
Oct. 12, “The Christian’s Highest Au ugh 
thority,”” John N. Thomas, Union Semi-§iince Jo 
nary, Richmond, Va. wt bee 
Oct. 19, “What Shall We Do to Befihane ¢ 
Saved?” Andrew R. Bird, Jr., First is = 
church, Huntington, W. Va. ' = 
Oct. 26, “What Is Man’s Way tom’ (cf. I 
God?” Lloyd Courtney, Old Stone grrk wi 
church, Lewisburg, W. Va. 4 show 
hilding 
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reckoning was made with them of the 
money that was delivered into their 
Evidently their faithfulness was 
so recognized that it was considered an 
insult even to ask them for an account. 
But if the same faithful group of men 
were living today they would be the first 
to ask to have their accounts checked 
by a competent accountant. Men who 
handle religious funds today need to be 
scrupulously careful of that which has 
been put into their hands. But in this 
case Josiah’s trust was justified. They 
dealt faithfully, the historian writes. 


II. The Discovery of the Book, 22:8-20. 


While the workmen were at work on 
the temple, Hilkiah, the high priest, dis- 
covered a copy of the Book of the Law. 
Scholars are agreed that this book was 
the book of Deuteronomy or a portion 
thereof, either as written by Moses (the 
traditional view) or a codification of the 
oral traditions of Moses’ sayings as col- 
lected by the prophets (the modern 
It seems strange that such a 
book could ever have been lost. But 
then we remember that there were no 
printing presses in those days; there 
were few books and not many copies of 
Deuteronomy had been pre- 
served no doubt by the priests, but there 
is little likelihood that it was ever found 
in the homes of the people. And then 
came the long apostasy beginning with 
Manasseh, lasting in all for about 70 
The persecution in If Kings 
21:16 probably included the destruction 
of the books of Moses, One copy, how- 
ever, was hidden away in the temple, 
hidden probably by some martyr or per- 
secuted prophet. And it was this copy 
that Hilkiah had accidently stumbled 
He turned it over to Shaphan the 
king’s secretary. Shaphan carried it to 
the king, but seemingly did not think 
it was very important, because he did 
not mention it until he had first given 
a complete account of the work and the 
finances involved. Then he remarked 
casually, ‘‘Hilkiah the priest 
hath delivered me a book.’”’ The king 


ki BIBLE STUDY 
Religious Reforms in Judah 
By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
= SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
c 
Deen Il Kings 22:10-11; 23:1-5, 21 
ze We are concerned this week with one 
and of the noblest of Judah’s rulers, who 
will lived almost a hundred years after the hands. 
Tour § sreat deliverance of Jerusalem from the 
rious armies of Sennacherib. He had been 
dis. preceded on the throne by Manasseh and 
Amon. Manasseh reigned 55 years in 
Jerusalem and was by all odds the worst 
this king that ever disgraced the throne of 
aST) David, He rebuilt the heathen altars 
St} nat Hezekiah had destroyed, set up 
a again the licentious worship of the 
xiee Phoenician Baal, introduced as an in- 
novation from Babylon the worship of 
the sun and the moon and the stars, 
carried on this idolaterous worship even 
rs as) 2 the temple that had been dedicated 
s fol § '° the worship of Jehovah, the God of 
Israel; and burnt his own sons alive 
in order to win the favor of his pagan 
yeak,” | deities. Most of the people followed the 
irev | jead of the court, Those who refused to 
, | oso were severely persecuted. 
stall Amon, the son of Manasseh, started 
out to follow in his father’s footsteps 
’ Cary | but was killed by his own servants after view). 
gusta, fashort reign of just two years. He was 
succeeded by his son Josiah, who was 
lodert | the time of his accession only eight 
a years of age. We judge that Josiah’s 
portu- | "other remained true to her ancestral these. 
hureh, j faith and brought her son up to know 
Jehovah, the God of Israel. At any rate 
Christ | yhen Josiah was 16 years old he began 
Frist, loseek after the God of David his father 
‘eaches (II Chron, 34:3), and when he was 18 
Peace § Years old, probably just when he took years. 
4 wer the throne for himself, he began 
‘each@ fihe series of religious reforms with 
strom which we are concerned at the present 
urch?” § ime. 
church 1 | The Repair of the Temple, 22:1-7 
Future§ Josiah began his Reforms by repair- upon. 
2SSOr . ing the temple. During the long reign 
ene of Manasseh it had been neglected. And 
est Au-@4ough it had been open for worship 
n Semi-@tince Josiah came to the throne, it had 
Wt been renovated, or put into the 
» to BeBhape that would insure its best use. 
, Fis The mention of the workmen in vss. 5- rather 
way tog (cf. If Chron. 34:10-11) and of the 
Stone §"rk which they found it necessary to 
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fo shows how the very fabric of the 
Wilding had decayed. Josiah was 
lhorough in this as in all else that he 
Md. He entrusted the repairs of the 
mple to three state officials, Shaphan, 
le secretary, Maaseiah, the mayor of 
Mrusalem, and Josiah, the recorder. He 
ppealed to the people for support, and 
w@ money, which the Levites collected 
s turned over by the commission to 
kiah, the High Priest. The historian 
inks it worthy of record that no 






































bade him read and he did. The book as 
a whole, or some part of it, probably 
Dt. 28-29, describing the penalties at- 
tached to irregularities of worship, filled 
the king with grief and fear, Impul- 
sively, as Orientals were accustomed to 
do in times of great emotional stress, he 
tore his garments asunder, Then he ap- 
pointed a commission and bade them 
seek prophetic guidance as to the pos- 
sibility of escape from the divine anger 
which he felt to be impending over the 
erring nation. 
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The commission sought out Huldah, 
evidently a prophetess of note in the 
nation. Jeremiah, one of the greatest 
of the prophets, had begun his ministry 
by this time, but evidently he was not 
so well known yet as Huldah. Josiah 
seemed to feel that God could speak 
through a woman just as well as 
through a man. Huldah informed the 
commission that God’s judgment could 
not be averted from the nation— 
idolatry had sunk too far into the na- 
tional life. Josiah however, who had 
returned to Jehovah and had humbled 
himself before him, should not see the 
evil days that were coming upon the na- 
tion; he would go down to his grave in 
peace, Huldah’s prophecy we may note 
was only partially correct. Josiah met 
a violent death (23:29) but it was true 
that the divine judgment was delayed 
till after that event. The reforms of 
Josiah, postponed but did not avert the 
threatened doom. 


Ill. The Renewal of the Covenant, 
23:1-3. 

When Moses led the children of Israel 
out of Egypt he took them to Mt. Sinai 
in the southern tip of the Arabian penin- 
sula, There it was that God entered 
into his first covenant with the nation. 
He said to them through Moses: “Now 
therefore if ye will obey my voice indeed 
and keep my covenant then ye shall be 
mine own possession from among all 
peoples; for all the earth is mine, and 
ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests 
and a holy nation” (Ex. 19:5-6). The 
people had agreed to the terms of this 
covenant and it had been solemnly 
sealed and ratified. The covenant was 
renewed as recorded in Deuteronomy by 
Moses and the people just before they 
passed over into the Promised Land 
(Dt. 29:1). It was renewed again by 
Joshua after he had settled the people 
in the Promised Land and just before 
he passed on to his reward (Joshua 24- 
25). It was only natural therefore than 
when Josiah read again the Book of the 
Covenant, and thought of the 70-year 
apostasy he should have desired to re- 
new the covenant. Accordingly he 
called together all the people in the 
land, both the small and the great. He 
read to them the words of the covenant 
as they are recorded in Deuteronomy, 
especially we may suppose in chapter 
28. Then he stood in his place and 
pledged himself publicly to walk after 
Jehovah and to keep his command- 
ments. The people stood after him and 
took the same vow for themselves. And 
so long as Josiah lived they were true 
to their vow. 


IV. The Destruction of Idolatry, 
23 :4-25. 

But Josiah was not satisfied merely to 
renew the covenant. He set out im- 
mediately to destroy every vestige of 
idolatry that was inconsistent with the 
maintenance of the covenant, We note 
the thoroughness with which he went 
about the work. He was not satisfied 
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merely to give the order to his subordi- 


nates. He himself took charge of the 
campaign. 

He began with the temple. The 
vessels dedicated to Baal and to the 


Asherah (groves in the King James 
version, actually sacred wooden poles or 
pillars used in the Baal worship) and 
to the hosts of heaven (the worship of 
the sun and moon and stars introduced 
from Babylon) were taken out and 
burned. The ashes he had carried off 
to Bethel, that the refuse of all these 
objects of idolatry might be cast away 
in the place where the first step was 
taken which had led to idolatry among 
the people of the Lord. The poles also 
(vs, 6) were carried out and burned, 
and their ashes (II Chron, 34:4) were 
strewn on the graves of them that had 
sacrificed unto the idols. He broke 
down the rooms of the sodomites (the 
temple prostitutes, atfached to the 
heathen sanctuaries), who had been 
brought into the house of God, where 
they had been accustomed to weave 
hangings for the sacred poles. He 
burned the triumphal car dedicated to 
the sun god, and took away the splendid 
horses used in the procession in his 
honor. He destroyed too the altars 
erected on the roof (vs, 12) for the wor- 
ship of the heavenly bodies. 

Having thoroughly cleansed the 
temple he next proceeded to destroy the 
high places ‘‘at the entering of the gate 
of Joshua” (vs. 8). High places were 
hilltops covered with altars; spots of 
physical elevation being considered the 
most sacred. The priests that ministered 
at these unlawful places of worship 
were forbidden to approach the altar of 
Jehovah, though allowed to eat un- 
leavened bread among their brethren. 
Then Topheth (the high place built in 
the valley of Hinnom, on which the peo- 
ple of Jerusalem during the time of 
Manasseh had been accustomed to burn 
their sons and daughters in fire) was 
defiled, and the child sacrifices to 
Moloch were suppressed. 

“Nor did the reformation confine it- 
self to Jerusalem. All the sanctuaries 
erected by Solomon for the accommoda- 
tion ‘of his Moabite and Ammonite sub- 
jects and for the Phoenician traders 
were defiled; not a high place nor 
obelisk was left standing. From Geba 
to Beersheba every suggestion of a com- 
promise between Canaanite nature wor- 
ship and the pure adoration of Jehovah 
was removed, The sanctuaries of the 
Northern Kingdom did not escape the 
zeal of the pious iconoclast; the altar of 
Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, was broken 
down, the high places together with the 
Asherah were reduced to ashes, and 
human bones, buried in the neighboring 
‘mountains were taken from their graves 
and burned on the altar to defile the 
spot forever (ancient people used to be 
a little shy about plots of grounds where 
human bodies had been disposed of— 
and some still are. Josiah wanted to 
make sure that these particular spots 
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would not attract worshippers in the 
future). Only the sepulchre of the man 
of God who had pronounced the room 
of Bethel and the bones of the ‘prophet 
that came out of Samaria’ were spared 
(I Kings 13). Nor was the king’s 
vengeance confined to stones and trees. 
The priests of the high places of the 
cities of Samaria were slain upon the 
altars before Josiah returned to Jeru- 
salem.” 

Then lastly the royal reformer pro- 
ceeded to exterminate all the super- 
stitious practices which had grown up 
side by side with idolatry. He sup- 
pressed the mediums who claimed that 
they could call up the spirits of the dead 
(familiar spirits) and the wizards, 
palmists and others, who claimed to be 
preternaturally wise (Vs. 24). He went 
into the homes also and took away the 
images of the household deities 
(idols—King James version; teraphim, 
American Standard Version). 


Josiah knew however that no nega- 
tive reformation, no mere abolishing of 
evil, works a lasting change. After 
purifying the land, therefore, of the 
iniquities which had grown up, he pro- 
ceeded to positive measures, the renew- 
ing of the ancient forms of worship 
ordained of God. The historian men- 
tions especially the great passover which 
inaugurated the new _ dispensation. 
“Surely,”’ he says, “there was not kept 
such a passover from the days of the 
judges that judged Israel, nor in all the 
days of the kings of Israel, nor of the 
kings of Judah.’’ As Earl L. Douglass 
writes (in the Snowden-Douglass Sun- 
day School Lessons—The Macmillan 
Co.): “It was not enough that the peo- 
ple turn with loathing from their old 
idolatries. They must turn to God with 
thankful and trusting hearts. How 
better could this be done than by hav- 
ing them take part in the Passover 
feast? Here they would remind them- 
selves of God’s mercy to his chosen peo- 
ple, tell themselves and their children 
over again how the great Jehovah had 
led them out of the bondage of Egypt. 
They would remind themselves of God’s 
love. They would ponder his mercy. 
They would offer up thanksgiving and 
praise for his goodness. They would 
pledge themselves anew to his service 
as they solemnly partook of the un- 
leavened bread, ate the Passover lamb, 
and drank the wine of blessing.” And 
if these truths could be kept alive in the 
hearts of the people the Reformation 
was assured. 


The Lesson for Us 


The first step that Josiah took was 
a personal one. When he was 16 years 
old he began to seek the Lord (II Chron. 
34:3). We began that same search 
years ago. Have we continued it? If 
we are to find God in all of his fulness 
we must continue to seek him day after 
day, year after year. Our knowledge of 
him must grow as our other knowledge 
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grows. Is that true of us? And as we 
learn to know his will for our lives in 
increasing measure we shall be led into 
fuller service for him as Josiah was. 
Is that true of us? 


Josiah’s second step was to repair the 
temple. Some people probably thought 
it was a waste of money. The old temple 
would do for a long time yet. Should 
Christians build beautiful churches? 
Are we spending too much money on 
our buildings? Does your own church 
need to be repaired, beautified, rebuilt? 
Have you adequate equipment for your 
work? Frederick K, Stamm says, “It 
seems to me that a poorly kept church 
building is the first sign of a decaying 
congregation.” Do you agree? 

Josiah’s third step was to acquaint 
himself and then the people with the 
Book. At first thought it may seem to 
us that we do not need this _ lesson. 
There never was a time when the Bible 
was so widely distributed. But are peo- 
ple really acquainted with the Book? 
Every test that has ever been made in- 
dicates that our young people, even 
those who have grown up in Christian 
homes, do not really know the Bible, 
Conservative judges have estimated that 
two-thirds of the members of the 
churchesdo notlookat their Bibles more 
than once a month. The Bible is avail- 
able, but hundreds, thousands, millions 
of people have never discovered its 
value. What does the Bible mean to 
us? How often do we read it? How 
well do we know it? How can we learn 
to know it and to love it? The church 
has not done its duty, and certainly the 
Sunday school has not, if it doesn’t 
teach its members how to use the Bible, 
how to enjoy the reading of the Bible. 
Perhaps it will be worthwhile to spend 
the whole time of your class on the dis- 
cussion of this one point. 

Josiah’s fourth step was to make 4a 
solemn covenant to walk after Jehovah 
and to keep his commandments. What 
value did this public covenant have? 
Would it have been just as well if 
Josiah had made his covenant in secret? 
Why should any man in our day stand 
up before the people and promise to 
walk after Jesus Christ and to keep his 
commandments? What value is there is 
such a public covenant? Is it a cove 
nant that we should take? Is it a cove 
nant that we need to renew? Do we 
actually renew our covenant with the 
Lord when we participate in the Lord’s 
Supper? Is this one of the values of 
the public celebration? 

Josiah’s fifth step was to destroy the 
idols in the land. The idols were God's 
rivals for the affections of the people. 
We do not have all the idolatrous para- 
phernalia to contend with that Josiah 
had. But God still has rivals, How 
can we smash the idols that turn away 
the nation from God? That tend to 
steal our own affections? 

Which of Josiah’s reforms is most 
essential for our own day? 
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BOOK NOTES 





WHAT MUST THE CHURCH DO? 
By Robert S. Bilheimer. Harper and 
Brothers, New York City, 1947. 148 


pages. $1.00. 

This is the fifth and concluding 
volume in the Interseminary Series, 
which seek ‘‘to outline the character of 
the contemporary world which chal- 
lenges the church; to proclaim afresh 
the nature of the gospel and the church 
which must meet that challenge, and to 
set forth the claims which ecumenical 
Christianity makes upon the various 
churches as they face their world task.” 

The other four volumes, previously 
reviewed in these columns, are sym- 
posia, written by some of the most emi- 
nent scholars in the church; the pres- 
ent volume written by the executive 
secretary of the Interseminary Move- 
ment seeks to draw into summary the 
major findings of the preceding four 
yoiumes and to present some final con- 
cijusions. The volume lives up to the 
high standard of the others, and brings 
to a fitting close a notable series of 
werks, which every Christian seriously 
ccnecerned with the present day church 
and its task should carefully ponder. 

Chapter 1 presents the essence of the 
chalienge; chapter 2 discusses the func- 
tion of the church; chapter 3 describes 
the Ecumenical Reformation, as the au- 
thor terms it, a true reformation, com- 
parabie to the Protestant Reformation 
itself, a reformation which amid the 
disunity of the churches asserts the 
unity of the church,.and which amid 
the provincialism of the churches as- 
serts the world mission of the Church, 
a reformation which is only now in its 
beginning, but whose ultimate signiti- 
cance lies in the fact that it recaptures 
for our tim the basic New Testament 


Your Book Stores 


The Presbyterian Book Stores 
are operated by the Presbyterian 
Committee of Publication as a 
service to the membership of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. Any 
book in print may be secured from 
them. Supplies for church and 
Sunday school are handled by 


them, Correspondence about your 
special needs and interests will be 
welcomed. Free catalogs upon re- 


quest. Profits are devoted to the 
Religious. Education program of 
the Church. 





Richmond 9, Va., or Dallas 1, Tex. 
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concept of the church. Chapter 4 de- 
tails the “Task Ahead,” under three 
main heads, (1) the call to evangelism; 
(2) the call to comprehensive social 
effectiveness; and (3) the call to unity. 

In the writer’s estimation, these five 
books, taken as a unit, constitute the 
most important religious publication 
of the year. 

ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 


AN OUTLINE OF BIBLICAL THE- 
OLOGY. By Millar Burrows. The West- 
minster Press, Philadelphia, Pa. 380 
pages. $3.50. 

Biblical theology traces the great con- 
cepts of the Bible through its various 
parts to show the development of a doc- 
trine or the particular emphasis of the 
various authors. Dr. Burrows, through 
a thcrough knowledge of the content 
of the Bible and an able setting forth 
of its teaching, has made a real con- 
tribution in this much needed field. 
Naturally, one will not agree with all 
the conclusions which may be drawn, 
but the reader can reach his own con- 
clusions through the many Biblical ref- 
erences which are given. In addition 
there are many cross references, and 
adequate indices. The strength of the 
book lies in this collection of Biblical 
material. Dr. Burrows has given a very 
good summary of what the Bible 
teaches, but many will not agree with 
his second chapter on the Authority of 
the Bible, which for him rests on its 
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A new biography of 
one of the greatest preachers 
of all time 


The SOUL of 
FREDERICK W. 


ROBERTSON 


by JAMES R. BLACKWOOD 
With an introduction by 
Andrew W. Blackwood, Sr. 


On the hundredth anniversary of 
the beginning of one of the most phe- 
nomenal ministries in the history of 
the English-speaking church, appears 
this warmly human biography of the 
man known more by his sermons 
than his life: Frederick W. Robert- 
son. His name is a household word 
to preachers of all denominations, 
but the circumstances of his life are 
known to few. In this book James 
Blackwood tells the story of his six- 
year ministry at Brighton, but, more 
importantly, the early life of Robert- 
son and the spiritual struggles he 
underwent in teeming mid-century 
Britain. $2.00 


At Your Bookseller 
HARPER & BROTHERS 
49 E. 33rd St., New York 16, N. Y. 
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value for us. What we do not find of 
value is not God’s Word for us. How- 
ever, the reader may rejects this posi- 
tion and yet gain much from Dr. Bur- 
rows’ careful sketch of Biblical teach- 
ing. 
JAMES E. BEAR. 

Richmond, Va. 
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@ The Upper Room, used as a devo- 
tional guide in 2,000,000 families, pre- 
sents for each day a Bible verse, a 


timely meditation, a suggested prayer 
and a thought for the day, contributed 
by outstanding writers of many faiths. 


Families seek together the refresh- 
ment and strength that come from daily 
reading of The Upper Room. Students 
use it at their study tables, business 
men keep it in their desks, soldiers read 
it in distant places. In the sickroom it 
is a source of strength. The aged find it 
an abiding comfort. Children grasp its 
message. 


For those who do not find it conven- 
lent to secure copies each quarter at 
their church, the subscription price is 
only thirty cents per year, postpaid, or 
four years te one address for a dollar. 
Quantities of ten or more to one address, 
5 cents per copy. postpaid. Single 
copies, 10 cents. Address all orders to 
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NASHVILLE 4, TENNESSEE 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Clifford W. Williams from Sweet- 
water, Texas to associate pastor, First 
church, 507 Taylor St., Fort Worth 2, 
Texas. 

G. F. Garlington, Jr., from Princeton, 
N. J., to the pastorate of the Matthews, 
N. C., church, June 1. 

Chas. H. Pratt from Louisville, Ky., 
to Box 86, Montreat, N. C., for the sum- 
mer. ? 

D. McNab Morrison, studying at 
Princeton Seminary, will return to the 
Covenant church, Lowell, N. C., for the 
summer months. 

W. H. Foard from Beckley, W. Va., to 
Brooklyn, W. Va. 

W. Uptegrove Holley from Crystal 
Springs, Miss., to the Northside church, 
Baton Rouge, La., 2207 Hiawatha St. 

H. R. Seesaran, a student at Fisk Uni- 
versity, Nashville, who has been supply- 
ing the St. Andrews church of that city, 
has been received as a member of Nash- 
ville Presbytery from the Presbytery of 
Trinidad, Bristish West Indies. 

J. M. Guthrie from Charlestown, Ind., 
to McCredia, Mo., in the USA church. 

Cc. H. Maury, from Maxton, N. C., to 
6723 Fairfield Drive, Houston 12, Texas, 
June 1 to Sept. 1. 

J. M. Waggett, formerly of Hartwell, 
Ga., is now at the Southport and New 
Hope, N. C. churches. 

Lyndon M. Jackson from Yoakum, 
Texas, to Westminster church, Lawton, 
Okla. 

Addison A. Talbot, formerly pastor at 
Ripley, Miss., is now serving the church 
at Talihina, Okla. 

Cecil H. Lang, former army and Vet- 
erans Administration chaplain, has been 
elected executive secretary of presby- 
tery’s work in Dallas Presbytery. He 
will take up his new work July 1. 

A. W. Dick, First church, Spartan- 
burg, S. C., has been called to 
Second church, Memphis, Tenn. 
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RETIRED 


H. R. McFadyen, Pinetops, N. C., was 
honorably retired at the last meeting of 
Albemarle Presbytery. 


MARRIED 


Ernest Lee Stoffel, Bristol, Tenn., re- 
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cent graduate of Union Seminary and 
Betty C. Williams, ATS graduate and 
1946-47 student body president, were 
married in Richmond, May 20. 

Douglas Elmore Charles, Laurel, Va., 
1947 Union Seminary graduate, and 
Carolyn Heath Stowell, New Britain, 
Conn., ATS graduate of 1946, were mar- 
ried in Richmond, May 20. 
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A Presbyterian Junior College. Accred- 
ited. Terminal and transfer courses. Lib- 
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classes. Individualized attention. Home- 
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